tlprJrA te

No. 19

October 25, 1974

WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING
SINCE OPENING DAY, September 16 when the Hospital Center admitted its first patients, through October 24:

* 185 beds have been opened;
* 1,658 patients have been treated in the Emergency
Room, 197 of whom have been admitted;

* 393 surgical procedures have been performed.
The Center now admits patients in the following specialties:

* Plastic Surgery

* Vascular Surgery

* Cardio-Thoracic Surgery

* Ward General Surgery

* Orthopedics

* Some General Surgery, in addition to the ward
surgery, is being done.

In addition, contingent upon the closing of certain units at Allentown and at
Sacred Heart, the Hospital Center plans to begin admitting patients in accordance with
the following schedule:
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October 28
November 4
November 11
November 18
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Neurosurgery
Additional General Surgery
Urological Surgery
Additional General Surgery
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THE RESPIRATORY THERAPY DEPARTMENT is under the technical direction of Bradley A.
Leidich, graduate Respiratory Therapist. Dr. John P. Galgon is Medical Director of
Respiratory Therapy and Pulmonary Function .
••

We are providing 24-hour respiratory care in all patient care areas. Our responsibilities include controlled oxygen therapy, Intermittent Positive Pressure Breathing
treatments, aerosol therapy, as well as consultation with physicians in order to "tailor
make" the kind of therapy any patient may need. During Code Blue Procedures, Respirator.
Therapy will be responsible for maintenance of the patient's airway and ventilation with
a handbag resuscitation bag to mask on endotracheal tubes until mechanical intervention
is available.
In the Critical Care areas we add to these responsibilities drawing specimens for
Arterial Blood Gases and assisting physicians in Ventilator Maintenance. The Emerson
Post Op and Bennett MA-l Volume Ventilators will be used, as well as the Bird MK 14 "Q
Circle" pressure cycled ventilator in the care of acutely ill patients with Respiratory
Failure. Intermittent Mandatory Ventilation (IMV), Continuous Positive Airway Pressure
Ventilation (CPAP) and other new methods of treating Respiratory Failure will be introduced in a continuous effort to make the Respiratory Care at A&SHHC the best possible.
A FEW NOTES ON THE CENTER'S EMERGENCY ROOM
As an Acute Trauma Center, the Center's Emergency Room has been specially designed
and equipped to supply the care necessary for patients who have been involved in major
trauma. We treat the following types of injuries involving adults and children: any
critical injury, cardiac victims, spinal injuries, head injuries, severe fractures, poisoning, acute overdoses, and severe burns.
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EMERGENCY ROOM (Continued)
The Center sees every patient who comes to emergency. No one is turned away. Furthermore, no emergency case is transported to any other facility without having first
been treated, stabilized and approved for travel by the Emergency Room Physician or the
patient's attending physician. Prior arrangements with ambulance services are working
smoothly, and all parties are cooperating to provide a minimal wait for any emergency
patient. As a result, patients requiring the specialized surgical procedures performed
at the Trauma Center/Emergency Room are brought to the Center immeidately. Except for
children, this virtually eliminates the need for additional moves to other facil-ities
if further treatment is necessary.
All of us in the community are fortunate to have the best staff of physicians,
nurses, and orderlies to be found in any emergency facility of this kind. Fully aware
of the necessity of having a staff larqe enough to meet all types of emergencies, attendants are prepared to respond 24 hours a day. With our well-qualified staff (Medical and Nursing) and good equipment, the Emergency Room has beeh capable of complete
functioning since opening day.
PHYSICAL MEDICINE
The Physical Therapy Department at the Center provides treatment services to any
patient through the utilization of the effective properties of physical measures such
as mechanical stimulation, heat, cold, light, air, water, electricity, and sound. ~1assage, mobilization and the use of rehabilitative procedures for the purpose of limiting
or preventing disability, and, correcting any physical or mental conditions also constitutes a major portion of the treatment program. In addition, tests and measurements are
performed as an aid in diagnosis or evaluation of function.
The Acting Director of the Department is Dr. Alfons Muller. The Chief Physical
herapist is Richard Steigerwalt; Dr. Muller is available for consultation and rehabilitation testing by request.
Treatment is directed toward returning each patient to as great a degree of function
as possible during his stay here at the Center. Many patients return home with no need
for further treatment. Others return to the Center for outpatient therapy or go to
skilled nursing facilities, rehabilitation hospitals, or home care programs where they may
receive further rehabilitation or maintenance therapy.
Orthopedic surgery patients, both elective and post trauma, constitute the largest
portion of the patient population, but neurological, medical, and burn patients are also
seen in significant numbers.
The Department is open 5~ days weekly from 8:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
for Physical Therapy are 821-3118 and 821-3119.
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NEI~APPOINTMENTS
Carolyn C. Nippert has been appointed Medical Librarian. Holding a Masters Degree
in Library Science from the University of Pittsburgh, Mrs. Nippert previously worked
at Lehigh University in the position of Science Cataloger in the Mart Science & Engineering Library.
Rosemary Sellers has been named Associate Director of the Nursing Service. Mrs.
Sellers at one time served as Director of Nursing at St. John Hospital in Santa Monica,
California. Prior to her recent return to the United States, Mrs. Sellers resided for
five years in Taiwan.
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UNITED FUND CAMPAIGN
Tom Dondore reports that Center personnel have given or pledged $2,848.48 to the
~United Fund. The average contribution was $21.25. Our congratulations to our employees,
as well as to the department heads who were so helpful in conducting the campaign.
VOLUNTEERS
Mrs. Norine Shafer, Director of Volunteers, reports that the Center has an average
of 20 volunteers daily. The volunteers serve as messengers, receptionists, clerks and
patient escorts. They provide valuable services, and all of us at the Center commend
them for their hours of dedication.

